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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [2 Claim(s) t ~l' L ~ is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected^ by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on n jjjff is/are: a)0 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claims 1-12 are objected to because of the following informalities: the limitation 
that the jumper enables the selector to be moved "without the potential for interruption 
of the electrical connectivity" is confusing and misleading. As understood by the 
examiner, the module can not be connected to electrical power at the time the selector 
is moved. The phrasing of the claims seems to say that the electrical circuit is closed 
throughout the time the selector is moved, but it cannot be in actuality. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in — 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a); 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Byrne. Regarding claims 1 and 7 Byrne discloses a modular power plug 
receptacle 300 for use with an electric power supply comprising an array of paired 
power supply terminals corresponding to at least two electric power supply circuits and 



Application/Control Number: 10/709,624 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2833 

at least one ground terminal, the modular power plug receptacle comprising a movable 
circuit selector (e.g. levers 316-319), a power terminal assembly (352, 354, 356), and at 
least one flexible jumper (361-363) electrically interconnecting the power terminal 
assembly and the circuit selector, whereby the at least one flexible jumper enables the 
circuit selector to be moved relative to the power terminal assembly without the potential 
for interruption of the electrical connectivity between the circuit selector and the power 
terminal assembly. 

Per claims 2 and 8, the at least one flexible jumper comprises a strap-like 
member. 

Per claim 5 and 1 1 Byrne discloses that the circuit selector is movable to select 
one of at least two electric power supply circuits. 

Per claim 6 and 12, Byrne discloses circuit indicators (306-309) for identifying the 
selected one of the at least two electric power supply circuits. 

Claims 1, 4, 7, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Johnson et al. ("Johnson). Regarding claim 1 and 7, Johnson discloses a modular 
power plug receptacle 32 for use with an electric power supply comprising an array of 
paired power supply terminals corresponding to at least two electric power supply 
circuits and at least one ground terminal, the modular power plug receptacle comprising 
a movable circuit selector (51-53), a power terminal assembly, and at least one flexible 
jumper (see wires, figure 8) electrically interconnecting the power terminal assembly 
and the circuit selector, whereby the at least one flexible jumper enables the circuit 
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selector to be moved relative to the power terminal assembly without the potential for 
interruption of the electrical connectivity between the circuit selector and the power 
terminal assembly. 

Per claims 4 and 10, the at least one flexible jumper comprises a wire. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 3 and 9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Byrne as in 
claims 1 and 7. Regarding the selection of material of the jumper, The selection of a 
known material (such as copper, copper alloy, or brass) based on its suitability for its 
intended purpose would have been obvious. Sinclair & Carroll Col. V. Interchemical 
Corp. , 65 USPQ 297 (1945); In re Leshin , 227 F.2d 197 (CCPA 1960). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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